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“This cup is the new covenant between God and his people—
an agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured out

as a sacrifice for you.”

—Luke 22:20 (NLT)

Grisel Flores is a member
of the Salvadoran Sign
Language community.

“When I was younger I attended
church,” signs Grisel. “But when I
had my daughter, I quit going. Then
I started having troubles with my
husband and he left me. I started
going to the church and telling them
about my problems, but the priest
would say, ‘Don’t worry about it.
Don’t worry about it. I'd go home
and I'd be frustrated and I'd cry.

“Then I started talking to Toni.”

Toni is an American missionary
serving the Deaf in El Salvador.

“I didn’t understand the Bible,”
says Grisell, “but I'd ask Toni.

“Toni had this activity where she
asked everybody to write down
whatever sins you have from your

past, and she collected them all and
put them in a glass. At first I didn't
get it. Then she explained. All our
sins were in that cup and that’s the
cup Jesus didn’t want to drink.

It’'s what He did to pay for my sins!

“To know Jesus, it’s beautiful!” Grisel
signs, lighting up. “It’s wonderful to
learn about the Bible and apply it to
my life, but the other Deaf, they don’t
know Him. I want to teach them
about Jesus!”

Grisel was fortunate to know a
missionary who spoke her language.
Most Deaf don’t have that.

“A lot of Deaf didn’t go to school,”
Toni explains. “So they can’t read.
And those who were lucky enough
to go to school probably only went
through sixth grade. Most parents
can'’t afford it. And those who did
go to school—you have to realize it’s
their second language.”




So what’s it like for a Deaf person
trying to learn the Bible in Spanish?

“When the interpreters just do word
for word, I don’t understand it clearly,”
communicates Grisel. “You have to
have the movements. For example,
if 'm talking about a woman and
a man, I have to set it up.” She
demonstrates, bringing her two index
fingers together with a bouncing
movement, like puppets.

“I have to have two people, and
then I understand it. But if you
just say man and woman talking,
I don’t get it.”

“Many Deaf in El Salvador go to
church and they have their Bibles,”
Toni says. “But they don’t know
how to read, and they don’t really
understand the interpreter. They’re
not getting to know Jesus.

“I think the hearing mentality, both
here in El Salvador and in the United
States, is, ‘We have an interpreter.”

But that’s not enough, says Toni.

“I know everyone is saying Latin
America is evangelized, but the
Deaf in Latin America are not
evangelized. We have a whole group
of Deaf we’re not reaching because
they don’t understand.”

D

Estimates suggest there are as many

as four hundred signed languages
worldwide. Millions of Deaf have never
experienced God’s Word in a language
and form they can clearly understand.
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