DiD YOU Kiviw?
0VER 2000 LANVGUAGES
TODAY STILL HAwC
N0 BibLE?

Missionary linguists study unwritten languages. They listen
carefully to interesting, unusual sounds, and write them all down.
BUT 0w CAv ANYONVE WRITE Alv INWRITIEN TANVGUAGE?
HERE'S HOW T WORKS:

Linguists don’'t use the English aphabet. Instead, they write with the Interna-
tional Phonetic Alphabet. It has one symbol for every sound possible to human
beings. Thisis how John 3:16 looks in the International Phonetic Alphabet (New

foy gad so* Iavd  In  wrld  Jeet hi

ge'v  hiz ondi  bigatp san Jaet  hyuevd®

bilivz m hm  Swd naf pe»(,IS bat

haev evadasserny  faif

Write John 3:16, one word in each blank, underneath each phonetic word. Can
you figure out which phonetic symbols represent our English sounds?

BC A LivGUTST W

Listen carefully. Can you hear the difference between the first two vowels? How
isthe o in for different from the o in God? Look in amirror. You don’'t even open
your mouth the same way for each one, do you?

What about the o in the next word, so? Is it the same as either of the first two?
Now, what about the 0 in Son? How is it different from the first two? Y ou have
found three different sounds and phonetic symbols for our English letter o!
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